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tyiJ^Di 20. A tissue sampling apparatus, comprising: 

a body having a primaiy lumen for receiving a tissue sairfple, and having a distal end, 

a proximal end, and a longitudinal axis extending from said proximal end to said distal end; 

a cutter having a distal cutting edge ;ind being movable both distally and proximally 
relative to said body; and / 

a band having an opening disposed therein any extending across a distal end of[said 

tissue sampling apparatus^said opening being mov^Ne relative to said distal cutting edge in 

order to sever a distal end of said tissue sample. 

21. The tissue sampling apparat/s as recited in Claim 20, wherein said body 
comprises an outer sheath, and stiid cutter is disposed within said outer sheath. 

22. The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 21, wherein said cutter is 
selectively rotatable. 

23. The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 21, and further comprising 
an actuator disposed proximalw of said body. 

24. The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 23, wherein said actuator 
comprises a trigger for anally retracting and extending said cutter. 

25. The tissde sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 24, wherein said trigger also 
moves said band in order to move said opening relative to said distal cutting edge. 

26. The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 23, wherein said actuator 
comprises a trigger for selectively rotating said cutter. 

27. / The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 23, wherein said actuator 
comprises ayeam nut for axially retracting and extending said cutter. 



deceived from < 5133378042 > at 1/8/0311:57:45 AM [Eastern Standard Time] 



If- 



ETHICON 



Serial No. 09/894,356 



Fax =5133378042 



Jan B2tSS5 11=55 



P. 04 



28. The tissue sampling apparatus as rccUcd in Claim 27, wherein said ca 
also moves said band in order to move said opening relative to said distal cutting edge 



29. The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 20, vrhc 
lumen is sized to accommodate a plurality of tissue samples. 



said body 




30. A tissue sampling apparatus, comprising: 

a body having a primary Jumen for receiving a tissue sample, and having a distal end, 
a proximal end, and a longitudinal axis extending from said oroximal end to said distal end; 
and 

a severing element having an opening disposed tfcrcin and extending across a distal 
end of (said tissue sampling appuratusjsaid opening^ing movable relative to said body in 
order to sever a distal end of said (issue sample 

31. The tissue sampling apparatus/as recited in Claim 30, and further comprising 
an actuator disposed proximally of said body. 

32. The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 31, wherein said actuator is 
adapted to move said severing clement in order to move said opening relative to said body. 
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33. The tissue 
comprises a trigger. 



sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 31, wherein said actuator 



34. The tissue/sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 31, wherein said actuator 
comprises u cum nut. 



Si'.-"". 



35. The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 30, and further comprising a 
cutter having a distal cutting edge and being movable both distally and proximally relative to 
said body. 

36. /The tissue sampling appuraius un recited in Claim 30, and further comprising a 
probe fitting/having an aperture which communicates with said primary lumen, said probe 
fitting being configured to receive a sensing pm be for locating a lesion in a patient's body. 
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37. A method of capturing a body tissue sample using a tissue sampling apparatus 
comprising a body having a lumen extending therethrough and a distal^nd, a cutting element 
disposed at the distal end Of the body, an opening disposed at thexlistal end of the body for 
transverse movement across said distal end, and an actuator/for moving the opening, the 
method comprising: 

advancing the body through a (issue portion i/desire distance so that the cutting 
element cuts a tissue sample core as the lissii^ai^It/entcrs the lumen; and 

actuating the opening to move acr/fcs the d&taUy^ the body to sever a distal .end of 
the tissue sample core. 

38. The method as recited in/Claim 37, wherein said tissue sampling apparatus 
includes a sensing probe disposed theism, the method further comprising a step of actuating 
said sensing probe to identify and hyfolc a target lesion prior to advancing said body. 
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